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Relationship between Mother and daughter as Portrayed by Alice Munro
Motherhood is considered to be the highest calling for a woman. It is one of the most rewarding responsibilities on earth, as well as the most challenging. From ancient times, a woman’s role was restricted to being a mother and a wife. They were expected to expend all of their energy in these responsibilities and take care of homes, fulfilling their fundamental role of raising children. However, this role varies greatly depending on the culture and the social and religious definitions of women. Authors have provided their perspective on this subject, with some indicating that motherhood is the primary cause of women bondage and others suggesting that it is an experience worthy of celebration. Being a mother and a writer, Alice Munro has provided comprehensive and subtle details regarding the concept of motherhood. She portrays the relationship between mothers and daughters as compassionate, understanding, and intuitive.
The Progress of Love that Munro wrote in 1986 explores the theme of a mother-daughter relationship. While strolling in the barn one morning, Marietta sees her mother, Euphemia standing on a chair with a hanging rope on her neck. In her childhood innocence, she does not of the tension between her parents or her mother’s motive in staging such a bad joke. She feels threatened by the possibility of losing her mother and becomes paralyzed with fear. Munro uses her childhood experiences to dramatize the scene with Marietta demonstrating her compassion for her mother by begging her to come down slowly. She uses a faint voice in the fear that yelling or crying could jolt her mother into movement and lead her out of the chair into the waiting rope. Even if she wanted to yell, she could not; nothing but a pitiful thread of a voice was left in her like in a dream when a machine or a beast is looking down on you (Munro 11). The tension of motherhood is demonstrated here; Euphemia has undergone tension and hostility in her relationship with her husband, but she opts to put a brave face and show her daughter that all is well until the day when she stages suicide. Munro demonstrates a similar concept of mothers’ concern for the mental wellbeing of their daughters in her short story, Miles City, Montana.
The narrator takes her children to the pool but finds it closed. The children are hot and tired, authenticating her to beg the lifeguard to let the children into the pool. She leaves to get herself a drink after dressing the children in their swimming suits. However, she gets a feeling that something could be wrong and run back to the pool only to find her daughter had fallen in the deep end. Although the girl did survive, the mother was deeply shaken. It is at this point that the realities of life hit her; she discovers the reason for her feelings towards her parents at Gauley’s funeral. She feels lucky that her girl did not drown and alludes to the chain of fortunate events that saved her (Munro 469). Mothers often feel responsible for the wellbeing of the children. While it is difficult always to keep an eye on their children, they find happiness in doing it.
Mothers and daughters tend to identify with each other. They have an intuitive female bond that allows them to perceive when one of them is having a problem. When Euphemia asks her daughter to father her husband, she rushes to look for him without the concern that she is in a nightgown with her body being exposed (Munro 11). She runs back to her barn and finding no one; she thinks that her mother’s body has already been taken away. She finds Euphemia alive with Beryl in a neighbor’s kitchen. Marietta is reliving this trauma by narrating it to her daughter, Phemie. She tells her of the laughing men that ran past when she went to get her father in a nightgown. They were a bunch of men who, according to Marietta, looked like a clot of poison with vileness oozing from their mouths (Munro 12). Phemie never asked her mother the definition of men’s poison or the word vile; she associated her mother’s unhappy story to a cloud that had befallen mother’s life. When she mourned her mother, she identified with it (13). She identified with her mother and felt sorry for the little girl who felt her mother was about to commit suicide.
Munro demonstrates that children have a special relationship with their mothers. In narrating the Miles City, Montana, she recalls a day when her father came carrying a boy who had been drowned. The boy was eight-years-old and to have to bring such news to a waiting family, particularly a mother, was devastating. However, she felt it was worse to hear that there was no mother, sister, grandmother, or any woman at all to according the boy his due grief (Munro 120). While men appear indifferent to the welfare of their children, Munro demonstrates that mothers are not only concerned about their daughters only but provide the same compassion to all children, thereby expecting them to grieve more when they lose a child. However, daughters have a special relationship with their mothers that not even boys can allude to. When Phemie complains of the painting of a naked couple on the walls of her parents’ house, her lover comments it must have been their venue of sexual shenanigans (27). This awakens the Marietta’s daughter in her, who had been affected by the cloud of poison from men laughing at her while she ran in a nightgown. She tells a lover that all men think is screwing, and that makes her sick. Her response reflects a woman affected by the experiences of her mother two generations ago. 
Based on the works of Munro, mothers and daughters have a special relationship, which overshadows any other family relationship. They tend to have an intuitive bond that is only shared amongst them and transmit it from one generation to another. They identify with each other in their plight of being objectified by men. In their belief, men pose a cloud of perpetual bondage to them, and they share this instinctively without having to tell each other. Regardless, mothers still have a soft spot for their sons and would give them their due grief in the event of death. 
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